
Welcome to Year 2 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Parents/Carers  
 
 

We hope you had  a lovely summer break. We have enjoyed  
welcoming the children back into Year 2 ready for the new half term. 
It is set to be an exciting and busy one! 
 

We hope that by working together we can make this half term a    
happy and very productive one for your child, offering them             
interesting and challenging activities and experiences to ensure that 
they make the best possible progress with their learning. 
 

Coming up this half term we will be learning lots of interesting facts and      
information in a range of subjects. The children will be learning about 
the Great Fire of London in History, as well as writing 3 part stories 
based around How to Catch a Star. 

 

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to pop in for a chat 
(the best time is at 3.15 pm). We will be happy to speak to you  
and/or make an appointment for a more lengthy discussion. 
 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Mrs Roberts 

Grangetown Primary School  ~  Enjoy - Respect - Achieve 

Please look inside... 



Some Important Reminders... 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Start of the day. We would be grateful if you would ensure that your child arrives 

on time for school. We ring the bell at 8.50. Children who arrive late are missing out 

on important information and instructions for the day and miss the first part of our 

phonics and Spelling teaching. 
 

End of the day. School finishes at 3.15 pm. Children must be collected by an adult 

from the allocated door. Please inform us if someone new is collecting your 

child - if they are unknown to us we may not allow your child to go with them. 
 

Uniforms and Coats. We would be grateful if these could be clearly named. Please 

also label items of PE kit. Our uniform policy states that children must wear black 

shoes for school. Please ensure children bring a coat to school everyday, even if 

the weather is warm and sunny that morning. The weather can soon change so we 

like to be prepared! 
 

PE. This terms P.E. lessons will be on a Friday. Please ensure that your child has a 

full P.E. kit including trainers/plimsolls. No jewellery should be worn on P.E. days 

and long hair should be tied back. 

 

Reading. Your child has a guided reading session twice a week with their class 

teacher. They also have an opportunity to read their new reading book on a 1:1  

basis with an adult in class each week. It is therefore vital that reading books are 

returned everyday. All children have a reading diary - please ensure that this is 

returned to school everyday even if their reading book does not need    changing. 

This is an excellent communication tool between home and school and we would 

value your support in this area. Comments and messages can be written in the  

appropriate week.   
 

Learning and Home: As per our learning at home agreement, children are  

expected to read at home at least 3 times a week for 10-15 minutes. Children 

should also be practising their times tables and counting multiple times per week. 

Doing this in a fun and enjoyable way will help children to remember this vital 

knowledge. Homework will be sent out on a Friday and needs to be completed and 

returned to school no later than the following Thursday.  Please encourage your 

child to complete and return homework as this is a chance for them to further devel-

op skills which have been taught in class.  



English.  

This half term we will be reading ‘How to Catch a Star’ and retelling this three part story. We will focus 

on basic skills and using adjectives to describe the characters and settings. We will also be writing a 

non-chronological report based around the events of The Great Fire of London which we will be 

learning about in History. Alongside our English sessions children will be taught daily phonics and 

spelling through our new Monster Phonics scheme. In these sessions we focus on reading and  

spelling words as well as grammar and punctuation. The children will continue to practise their  

handwriting and will be continuing to use our new handwriting scheme Letter Join. 

Maths.  
This half term our focus will be Number and Place Value.  We will be recapping our knowledge of 
place value and number recognition to 50 and building upon this across the half term up to 100. We 
will be learning to recognise and write numbers to 100 in words and numerals. We will learn that the 
position of a number denotes its value and we will be using a variety of mathematical equipment to 
understand tens and ones in two digit numbers.  We will learn how to split numbers up into tens and 
ones and we will use number lines to plot these numbers in the correct place.  We will develop our 
reasoning skills by justifying our answers and giving reasons for our answers.  We will be reviewing 
counting in steps of 1, 2, 5 and 10.   

Science 
In science the children will be identifying and comparing the suitability of a variety of everyday  
materials for particular uses. They will also discover how the shapes of solid objects made from some 
materials can be changed when a force is applied. 

Computing.  

This half term we will be coding. We will plan and enter a sequence of commands to carry out a  

specific task. We will also learn how to reorder the sequence if we encounter a problem and learn the 

term debug and how to do this if we come across an error in our sequences. 

French.  
This half term the children will be working on the topic named 'Bon Voyage'. This includes basic 
greetings and saying what your name is, learning where France is in comparison to Sunderland. How 
they would get there. The names of modes of transport in French and what they could do if they went 
to Paris for a day.  

P.E.  
This half term we will be looking at the game of rounders. The children will practise a range of  
throwing and catching skills to increase thier accuracy. They will begin to hit a ball with control and 
put these skills into a team game. 

Personal, Social, Health Education.  
We will be discussing new beginnings and setting goals. We will learn about choices and  
consequences and how our actions can influence these. We will explore emotions and how to  
manage our  feelings.  We will also learn about our rights and responsibilities as a member of our 
family, school and wider community. 

Spiritual Moral Social and Cultural development.  
We will learn to empathise and consider the viewpoints of others through debates, drama activities 
and discussions. We will discuss our beliefs, feelings, values and responses to personal experiences. 

Religious Education.  
This half term we will look at the lives of Muslims and what their key beliefs are. We will share stories 
about the Prophet and why he is important to Muslims. 

History  
This half term we will be studying the famous event of The Great Fire of London. The children will 
learn about the events that led up to it and what happened on that fateful day and how this invoked 
national changes. 

Art. 
In art we will use the artist Dennis Creffield as inspiration when drawing. We will use a variety of  
pencil types and shading techniques to produce our own work. 



Ideas for activities to complete at home 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Listen to your child read regularly. 10-15 minutes three times a week is 

much better than a longer sessions once a week. 

 A big part of reading is talking about the book. Ask a variety of questions, 

such as ‘Tell me what has happened so far? How is the character feeling? 

What do you think is going to happen next?’ This will encourage your child 

to give their own opinions about events and characters in the book. 

 Practise handwriting using our handwriting style. 

 Practise their times tables, every day! Children in Year 2 are expected to 
know their 2, 5 and 10 times tables fluently and be able to count in 3s. 

 Ask your children about their topics in school and what they have been 
learning about. What experience do you have in these areas amongst your 
family and friends? 

 Encourage your child to become more independent. Ask them to pack their 
own school bag and to check that they have everything that they need.  

 Encourage them to prepare their bag for school the night before. 

Attendance and Punctuality 

 
 
 

 
Please ensure your child is on-time for school every day. There is a staff 
member ‘on duty’, on the playground, from 8.45. Doors to classrooms open 
at 8.50/ 12.15. Good attendance is important, as it has a direct effect on 
learning. Children should not take time-off unless absolutely necessary. We 
award  certificates and prizes for good attendance. We are aiming for 98%-
100% - please play your part in helping us to meet this ambitious target.  


