
Welcome to        
Little Butterflies 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear parents/carers 
 
Welcome back to Nursery after a lovely half term break! We hope 
you have all enjoyed your half term break and are looking forward to 
all the exciting activities we have planned for this half term. We hope 
that by working together  we can make this half term a happy and 
very productive one for your child, offering them interesting and    
challenging activities and experiences and ensuring that they make 
the best possible progress with their learning.  
 
This half term we will be focusing on our new topic ‘Down at the  
bottom of the garden’. We will be spending more time outside  
looking for mini beasts and planting seeds, bulbs and plants in our 
garden to care for over the next few weeks! 
 
If you have any questions, queries or suggestions, please do not 
hesitate to pop in for a chat and we will be more than happy to speak 
to you.  If you would prefer, an appointment can be made.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Charlotte, Rachael and Daphne  

Grangetown Primary School  ~  Enjoy - Respect - Achieve 



Some Important Reminders… 
 

 
 
 
Attendance and Punctuality. Please ensure that your child arrives on time for 

school. The doors open at 8.45am for a morning/ full day session and our afternoon 

Nursery session begins at 12.30pm. Good attendance and punctuality is         

important, as it has a direct effect on learning. Children should not take time-off  

unless absolutely necessary. We are aiming for 98%-100% - please play your part 

in helping us to meet this ambitious     target! 
 

End of the session. Morning Nursery ends at 11.45 am and 3.30pm for  afternoon/ 

full day. All children must be collected by an adult. It is important that you inform us 

if someone new is collecting your child. If they are unknown to us we may not allow 

your child to go with them. If you are late collecting your child (12:00pm or 3:45pm) 

please go to the office.  
 

Uniforms and Coats. We would be grateful if these could be clearly named. Please 

ensure children bring a coat to school everyday, even if the weather appears warm 

and sunny. Please ensure your child comes to school with spare clothes in case of 

accidents or getting messy during play. Children should also bring in nappies, wipes 

and cream, their comforter and fresh water everyday in their water bottles.  
 

School Website and Tapestry journals.  We have lots of information on our 

school website. We have a nursery page where we will regularly put on 

photos and updates. Please also remember to log in and check your child's 

Tapestry online learning journal as all observations and photos are posted 

on there. If you need support accessing the website or Tapestry, please see a  

member of staff. 
 

Outdoor Learning 

We adopt a forest school approach to learning outdoors. We plan a range of       

activities to engage our children with the natural environment. This term we are 

spotting the changes of Spring and using our water area lots! We have daily access 

to the outdoor area and children can access the outdoors freely. It is important that 

your child is dressed suitably for the outdoors, as we really do go out in all weather.  

 

Thank you for your continued support,  

it really makes a difference!  
 
 



This terms ‘Learning Theme’ (topic): ‘Down at the bottom of the garden’ 

Personal Social and Emotional Development  

We will introduce the children to different mini beasts and help to care for them 

building a mini beast hotel. We will talk about what the mini beast might need to 

grow.  

Communication and Language  

We will introduce different  mini beast names and plants such as caterpillar, 

butterfly, bee, wasp, fly, centipede, worm, sunflower, daisy, lavender, mint, 

buddleia etc. We will sing songs linking to our new theme e.g. ’there's a worm 

at the bottom of the garden’ and  ‘ What is yellow?’  

Physical Development  

We will develop gross motor skills with the use of large and small scale loose 

parts such as planks, bricks and pallets, pens, paint brushes and sponges etc. 

We will also use ‘squiggle while you wiggle’ to draw lines and move our pens in 

a circular motion. To develop fine motor skills we will introduce dough disco. 

Listening to music we will  manipulate the dough in our hands developing the 

muscles in our hands and fingers.  We will continue to support those children 

who are potty training and promote independence by encouraging the use of 

the toilet and washing hands.  

Literacy  

This terms core stories are ‘Sam plants a sunflower ‘ and ‘The Very Hungry  

Caterpillar’. We will include story boxes of both stories and plan activities such 

as planting and food tasting to link to the story.   

Maths  

By growing our own sun flowers we will explore size big, small, medium, tall, 

short. We can also explore our own size by measuring the children to see who 

is the tallest and who is the shortest. We will add spots and stripes to ladybirds 

and bees and count them using our fingers as an aid.  

Understanding the World  

We will search for mini beasts in the garden and examine using magnifying 

glasses, we will also care for our very own caterpillars and watch as they      

become butterflies! Linking to our core story ‘Sam plants a sunflower’ we will 

plant our very own sunflower seeds and care for them.  

Expressive Arts and Design  

We will create butterfly paintings using water paints and explore symmetrical 

patterns. We will paint/ draw observational pictures of flowers that we find in 

our garden such as a sun flower, daisy's and lavender.  



GPS on Social Media 
 
 

 

Facebook: @Littlebutterfliesnursery 

 

Twitter: @Grangetown_PS  

 

Instagram: grangetown_ps  

 

Ideas for activities to complete at home 
 
 
 

 

 Encourage you child to listen out for noises in the environment such as birds singing, 
cars/ motor bikes driving past, a knock at the door, the phone ringing. Can they identify 
the sound?  

 Sing familiar songs to your child daily such as ‘Twinkle, twinkle little star’, ‘Row, row, 
row your boat’ etc. Ask at the door and we can give you a list of our core songs.  

 Get your wellies on and go for a walk in the mud! If the mud isn't for you, you could go 
for a walk along he beach and feel the different textures of sand beneath your feet. 
Can you spot any footprints?  

 If your child is showing signs of readiness encourage them to use the potty or toilet. 
Can they undress/ dress themselves? Can they turn the tap on and off?  

 Read stories everyday! Reading is not just for bedtime you can do it whenever and 
wherever. You could even walk along to the local library and look at books  together. 

 Maths should be learnt in a practical manor, why not look out for shapes in the        
environment. Can you see a circle, triangle, square or rectangle?  

 You can develop those gross motor skills and mark making skills by dipping a paint 
brush into water and drawing on the path. If it’s a sunny day you can watch your      
picture disappear!  

 Go for a walk and collect some special things such as leaves, flowers and sticks. You 
can look at these special items together and make a journey stick. 

 Our children have been very interested in filling and emptying. Water, oats, and sand 
are fantastic resources to scoop and pour and explore capacity.  

 Finally, go on a mini beast hunt! What mini beasts can you see? Where do they live? 
Can you make a mini beast hotel for all your new friends?  


