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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome back! We hope you have had a fantastic summer holiday 
and are feeling well-rested and ready for the school year ahead. We 
have many exciting activities already planned for this half-term that 
we can’t wait for the children to experience.  
 
This half-term, our focus is ’Seawigs on Tour’. We will be reading 
the story Oliver and the Seawigs and we will make and parade our 
very own seawig. We will also learn about different counties and    
cities in England. 
 
We look forward to continuing to work in partnership with you and we 
value your support. If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to 
pop in for a chat (the best time is 3:20pm) and we will be more than 
happy to speak to you. If you would prefer, an appointment can be 
made.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Miss Beetham and Mrs Bracknall (Class Teachers) 
Mrs Dobson (Teaching Assistant)  

Grangetown Primary School  ~  Enjoy - Respect - Achieve 



Some Important Reminders... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Start of the day. We would be grateful if you would ensure that your child 
arrives on the school yard by 8.45. This means that they are ready for the 
doors opening at 8.50 and they can take part in their early bird tasks. 
 
End of the day. Children should be collected at 3.20. Children who do not 
walk home on their own should be picked up by their parents or  carers from 
the door located next to nursery.  
 
Uniforms and Coats. We would be grateful if these could be clearly named. 
Please ensure children bring a coat to school everyday, even if the weather is 
warm that morning. The English weather can soon change so we like to be 
prepared! 
 
PE. This term P.E. lessons will be on a Thursday afternoon. Children can  
attend school dressed in their P.E. kits. Please ensure that your child has a 
full P.E. kit including comfortable black plimsolls. No jewellery should be worn 
on P.E. days and long hair should be tied back.  Year 3 will need PE clothing 
on a Tuesday if they are taking part in the lunchtime football. 
 
Reading. Your child has a guided reading session for half an hour every day 
with their class teacher.  They also have an opportunity to read their new 
reading book on a 1:1 basis with an adult as often as possible.  It is therefore 
vital that reading books are returned every day. A shared reading session at 
home is very valuable. You can write a comment or simply sign your child’s 
Home-Link Reading Record Book.  
 
Learning and Home: As per our new learning at home agreement, children 
are expected to read at home at least 3 times a week. Learning at home 
books are sent home every Friday with  spellings and space to practice     
multiplications. These should be practised at least three times a week and 
returned to school each Thursday.  
 
 

Thank you for your continued support,  
it really makes a difference!  



This terms ‘Learning Theme’.  Our leading subject for this half-term is English. We 

will read the story ‘Oliver and the Seawigs’ and write our own version of it. We will  

design and create our own seawig and parade them in a seawig competition. 

Why not venture down to your local beach and collect items to make your own                     

seawig on the sand? Send your images to year3@grangetown.sunderland.sch.uk  

English: This half-term children are focusing on writing a narrative linked to ‘Oliver 

and the Seawigs’. We will plan and write our own four part story including coordinating 

conjunctions and adverbs correctly. We will also plan and write a recount in the form 

of a diary.  

Maths: In maths we will be focusing on place value within 1000. We will use a range 

of manipulatives such as a base 10 to support our understanding. We will then move 

on to addition and subtraction and children will learn written methods for this. 

Science: Our science unit for this half-term is ‘Animals’. We are going to explore the 

different food groups that humans should eat. We will also make our own pizza that 

will include a range of food groups. We will also look at why animals have a skeleton. 

We will use a range of resources to make a bionic hand to explore the relationship 

between bones and muscles. 

Geography: In Geography the children will be looking at naming and locating eight  

counties and  six cities in England focussing on ones closest to our local area. The 

children will use maps, atlases and globes to help them with their research. 

ICT: Coding. This half-term the children will be using Scratch Jr programming to    

design, write and debug programmes that accomplish specific goals. They will 

also be learning to use sequence and repetition in programs.  

Design Technology: In DT we will design, create and evaluate our very own seawig. 

We will use technology to create a poster to promote our seawig competition.  

French: Children will learn about some of Paris' most famous landmarks. They will 

learn how to locate France and Paris on a map. They will begin to spell simple words 

using the French alphabet and will further their understanding of French phonics.  

Music: Children will be exploring musical pitch and how it is notated, using tuned   

percussion instruments such as glockenspiels and chime bars. They will also be    

listening to different music , thinking about how it effects their emotions and feelings.  

PE: Badminton This half-term children will be working on controlling the shuttle whilst 

developing different movements and skills to play varied types of shots including   

forehand and a lift. The children will also work together to keep a rally going.  

JIGSAW: In our PSHE lessons (JIGSAW) we will be focusing on working together as 

a team and looking at our similarities and differences. We will start each lesson by 

listening to our calming chime and singing our ‘together’ song. 
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GPS on Social Media 
 

 
 

We have 3 social media accounts that you can follow to keep up with 
what your child is doing. Our 3 accounts are:  

 

    Facebook: @grangetownprimary   

Twitter: @Grangetown_PS  

Instagram: grangetown_ps  

Top tips for Year 3 parents - How you can help your child! 
 

 

 
 Encourage your child to read every day (20 minutes would be ideal).  
 Even if your child is already a fluent reader, you can still support him/her 

by exploring their understanding of what they have read e.g. Describe 
what has happened so far. How does character ‘A’ feel, what do you 
think he/she will do next, why?  

 Practise their times tables, every day!  
 Encourage your child to pay for things at shops, working out the         

expected change. 
 Practise telling the time, both digital and analogue. e.g. If I pick you up 

at 6 o’clock how long will you have at the swimming pool? 
 Encourage children to look at tables and charts to figure out how they 

work e.g. train timetables, television schedules. 
 Ask your child about their school topics and how their knowledge is                

progressing. What experience do you have in these areas amongst your 
family and friends? 

 Take an interest in their homework; make sure they hand it in on time. If 
your child has not understood what they need to do and you are unsure 
how best to explain, get them to ask the teacher as soon as possible. 

 Encourage your child to become more independent –  Allow your child 
to take responsibility for their belongings. Encourage them to prepare 
their bag for school the night before. 


