
 

Y1 Explore Hylton Castle! 

 
Year 1 recently took a trip to Hylton Castle linked to 
our English story of Rapunzel. We couldn’t believe that 
we have a Castle this old in Sunderland! Did you know 
the Castle is 600 years old? Our tour guide Claire was 
full of knowledge, showing us around and telling us 
about Robert Hylton who used to live there. We found 
part of a tall tower where we thought maybe Rapunzel 
might have dangled her long hair down! The most 
interesting part was finding out that 600 years ago, the 
castle didn’t even have toilets! They threw the contents 
in a bucket down a small hole and the servants had to 
clean it up! We looked at suits of armour and even 
tried some of the clothing on! We had such a lovely 
time and spent a sunny afternoon in the park. Miss 
Tose. 
 

Look at what we Offer at GPS! 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Chinese New Year in Nursery 

 
Nursery really enjoyed learning about Chinese New 
Year and the activities we had planned. We 
transformed our house corner into a Chinese 
restaurant and dressed in traditional Chinese outfits. 
The children loved using the chopsticks to pick up food 
and order from the menu. We got to taste prawn 
crackers, noodles and spring rolls and then voted for 
our favourite. We then used this to make a pictogram 
and discuss which were the most and least popular 
foods. We also watched a CNY parade and read about 
the ‘Great Race’ and the Chinese zodiac animals. In 
the creative area, we made our own animal masks and 
tried to copy some Chinese symbols. Mrs Hanlon. 
 

Hockey Skills in Year 5!  
Year 5 took part in a 
quick sticks hockey 
session with Amy from 
Farringdon this month. 
The children learned 
how to hold the stick 
and control the ball. 
They practised passing 
and moving in small 
groups. The children 
then participated in 
some attacking and 
defending games 
where they worked on 
their movement and 
shooting skills. 
Finally, they put all 
their skills into 
practise through a 
hockey match. The 
children will be participating in a 
hockey tournament next month. Miss Richardson. 
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Breakfast Club: Every day ï 7.45-8.50. 
Fantastic value at just £1.50 per day. 
Book places in advance via the Office, 
please.  

Home from Home: After school care ï 
Mon to Fri 3.15 until 5.00pm. Amazing 
value at just £3.00 per session! Book 
places via the Office.  

Free Places for 2 year olds! In our 
Little Butterflies Nursery. 15 hrs a week 
ï check eligibility with our Office or with 
Helen in Little Butterflies. For details, 
please pop in & enquire at our Office, or 
ring us on: 0191 814 9820.  

 

 



Reception meet their Animal Friends!  

 
Reception have loved our animal topic! We enjoyed 
the story ‘The Mole Who Knew It Was None of His 
Business’. We have looked at identifying different 
types of animal poo and solving the mystery for the 
mole. We really enjoyed looking at different animals 
and learning fun facts about them. We have used our 
phonics skills to describe the mole and write 
sentences. We are so excited to have our visit from 
Angela’s Ark and hold lots of lovely animals! We are 
also enjoying our Golden Time treat each week, where 
we are making and eating lots of delicious snacks as a 
treat for our good behaviour. In P.E the children have 
made so much progress with their listening skills 
during movement games! We have loved using the 
parachute and playing circus style games to work on 
balance. Miss Holyoak  
 

Chinese Food ð Valentines Biscuits ð Pancakes! 

 
We have had such a busy month in Little Butterflies! 
We have learnt all about the Chinese New Year story. 
We tried painting Chinese numbers in black paint. We 
tried some yummy food - curry, rice, noodles and 
prawn crackers! Everyone had a try but I think 
everyone loved the prawn crackers!  We also made 
some heart shaped biscuits for Valentine’s Day.  For 
Pancake Day everyone chose their own topping to put 
on their pancakes I think the chocolate spread was a 
big hit. The Little Butterflies Team. 

Year 4 visit the Maritime Museum! 

 
Year 4 had a brilliant time at Sunderland Maritime 
Museum this term which has linked to our recent 
workshops on 'Ships and Shipwrecks' and 'Life under 
and above the waves'.  It was very interesting learning 
all about the ships that they have replica models of, as 
well as different items from a variety of ships. The 
children thoroughly enjoyed having the opportunity to 
step foot on the tenth scale model of the HMS 
Venerable and explore the different parts of the ship. 
The children were told the history of the HMS 
Venerable, including that Jack Crawford – a 
Sunderland hero – was part of its crew. We learned all 
about how the shipbuilding industry shaped 
Sunderland, as well as the history of shipbuilding itself. 
We all got a chance to showcase our skills of 
hammering the nails and throwing the monkey fist ball 
of rope through the lifebuoy! Miss Humble 
 

Very Busy Linguists! 

 
Our Y6 children have enjoyed revisiting a favourite 
song and recognising their birth month. Year 5 were 
very excited to receive letters back from their new pen 
pals in France and they are looking forward to replying, 
in French this time. Year 4 have been learning how to 
describe animals using colours. In year 3, we have 
been practising making a statement into a question 
using intonation. We have been using the names of 
capital cities to help us do this. Year 2 have been 
introduced to the months of the year and seasons. 
They have created a simple calendar to help them to 
remember the new words. Finally, year 1 have had a 
lovely introduction to French. Madame Blackett has 
been very impressed by their enthusiasm and 
wonderful pronunciation. Mrs Blackett. 

 



World War 2 Day in Year 6 

 
Year 6 held a special WW2 Day as part of their history 
unit.  Many of the children came dressed in a range of 
outfits – there were evacuees, soldiers and even 
Winston Churchill.  The day began with the children 
making an evacuee label and an identity card. The 
children then made a model of an Anderson Shelter 
and even used shredded wheat for sandbags.  On the 
afternoon, the children learned all about rationing and 
tried some WW2 style food: SPAM, a carrot and pickle 
sandwich filler and a dessert made from condensed 
milk and apples.  The food wasn’t popular with all of 
the children.  The children also looked at some actual 
WW2 artefacts, which we borrowed from Southmoor 
Academy.  The objects included a gas mask, 
incendiary pumps and a sausage maker.  The children 
enjoyed learning about these objects.  The children 
then looked at some propaganda posters and 
designed their own about ‘Digging for Victory’ and 
‘Make Do and Mend’.  The children had an enjoyable 
day and it was a great way to end our history unit. Miss 
McLoughlin 
 

Investigating Light in Year 6! 
Year 6 have been 
enjoying their science 
lessons where they 
have been learning all 
about light. The 
children used mirrors 
to investigate how light 
is reflected to see 
around corners and to 
understand how a 
periscope works. The children 
used torches to find out how to create and change 
shadows. They also enjoyed learning that white light is 
made up of different colours. The children used 
different shaped prisms to refract the light into the 
seven colours of the rainbow. They then made their 
own spinners using the colours to mix them back 
together and make white. Mrs Millican. 

Year 4 Groovy Greek Day 

 
To celebrate the fantastic learning that has taken place 
during spring half-term, Year 4 had a special Ancient 
Greek Day. The children were invited to come in to 
school dressed as people would have dressed in 
Ancient Greek times, or as a Greek God or Goddess. 
Everyone made such an effort and looked amazing! 
We began our day by looking at the Ancient Greek 
alphabet and writing our names using their letters and 
symbols. We then made our own olive wreath crown to 
wear throughout the day. We tried a variety of Greek 
food including feta cheese, hummus and Greek 
yoghurt. During the afternoon, we learned all about 
different Greek buildings and columns and in small 
groups, the children were set the task of designing and 
making a Greek temple, using only a limited number of 
sheets of paper and card. The temple also needed to 
be strong enough to hold a weight. The children 
thoroughly enjoyed this task and made some sturdy 
temples! We finished the day finding out all about 
Greek pottery and how their pots can teach us lots 
about what life was like in Ancient Greece. The 
children then designed and coloured their own pots. 
We all had a fabulous day! Mrs Bracknall. 
 

Year 1 Architects! 

 
In Science Year 1 have been looking at the properties 
of different materials. To put our knowledge to the test 
we investigated the appropriateness of various 
materials when building a tower. We concluded that 
the materials needed to construct a tower should be 
strong, hard and waterproof. Therefore we decided 
that brick, stone, or wood would be the most useful 
materials! Miss Farrell. 



Swimming is underway in Year 3! 
Y3 had a brilliant first 
swimming lesson. The 
children will continue 
with swimming for the 
rest of the spring term 
as their PE lessons. 
The children learned 
about the importance 
of water safety and 
how to enter the water 
safely. Over the 
coming weeks they will 
build on their 
confidence in the 
water and go from 
strength to strength. It 
is fair to say we have 
some fabulous 
swimmers and who 
know, even a future 

Olympian swimmer in the making. Mrs Bewick. 
 

Your Voice Matters! 

 
We recently took part in some activities to mark the 
annual Children’s Mental Health Week. The theme this 
year was ‘Your Voice Matters’ which Mrs Russell 
introduced in a whole school assembly. Children were 
asked to complete a questionnaire giving their opinions 
about the ways in which their voice is heard in school 
and submitting new ideas about how they can share 
their views. Beverly Hall, who works in school as part 
of the Healthy Heads Team, led an assembly in which 
she encouraged children to think about ways they can 
share their views, ideas and feelings and they all 
spoke positively about having adults in school and at 
home who they can speak with. Across the week, 
children took part in art and PSHE activities in class 
linked to the theme. Mrs Russell. 

 

Our Musical Stars! 

 
This has been a busy month for Music at Grangetown. 
Year 1 composed some 2 bar rhythms, and have 
learned about tempo and how it affects the feel of a 
piece of music. Year 2, have been getting really good 
at playing 2 note melodies on the glockenspiel. Year 3 
got started learning the note A on the recorder, which 
they will continue with this half term. Year 4 have 
continued their work on folk songs, learning a new one 
from Ghana then playing the melody on glockenspiels. 
Year 5 have been drumming, learning a piece called 
“Calypso Soley Leve”. Year 6 are learning some 
chords on the ukulele - they have also got really good 
at learning how to hold a pick! Mr. Browne. 
 

Science Bods visit KS1 

 
At the beginning of February, we had our annual visit 
from the dance students at Sunderland University. This 
year they came as the ScienceBods. First we watched 
an interactive performance by the group where we 
explored different aspects of science including, the 
seasons, animals and materials. Children were chosen 
to support the performance and even joined in! After 
that we took part in workshops where the children 
worked closely with the dancers to take part in a 
variety of team dance games. These helped us to 
remember the learning from the performance. Every 
year we look forward to working with the University 
and this year did not disappoint. Mrs Roberts   
 
 

 
 
 

 

Dates for yor Diary 
Fri 1st Mar ï 3.20pm Y2 Phonics meeting for parents (in Y2NR) 
Tues 5th Mar - Y5/6 Triathlon (group of children). 
Thurs 7th March ï World Book Day! Activities across the week. 
WC 11th March: Science Week ï activities across the week. 
Thurs 28th March ï school closes at 1pm for the start of the 
Easter break. Happy Holidays! 
Mon 15th April ï school reopens for the start of Summer Term. 
 

For Parent-Teacher Consultations and Parent Workshops ï 
mid-March ï see our website Calendar for dates and details 

(& separate letters to parents/carers). 
 

 


