
                Places available for September 2022! 
 
 We are still taking applications for Reception, for Sep 2022. 

 Was your child born between 1/9/2017–31/8/2018? 

 We also have places in Nursery (both the 2 and 3 year olds) 

 Please contact school for more details, and a tour of our Early 

Years if you wish. We look forward to meeting you. 

 Also, you can apply here: https://www.sunderland.gov.uk/schools-

admissions-infant-junior-primary  

 

 

Y3 Girls – Football Wildcats! 
Y3 girls had a fantastic time 
at the Beacon of Light for a 
football session with the 
Wildcats, learning lots of 
new skills. They started by 
learning how to dribble. Did 
you know there is a dribble 
move called a ‘Ding-
dong’? They learned which 
parts of their feet to use 
when dribbling. They also 
had a go at scoring goals 
in tiny nets. They then 
took part in dribbling races 
and tackling activities 
before the grand finale of 
the final match. Everyone 

had a fantastic time and they were 
offered vouchers to go back again. Mrs Dobson. 
 

Look at what we offer at GPS: 
 

Breakfast Club 
Every day – 7.45-8.50. Fantastic 
value at just £1.20 per day. Book 
places via the Office.  

Home from Home  
After school care – Mon to Fri 3.15 
until 5.00pm. Amazing value at just 
£2.50 per session! Book places via 
the Office.  

FREE places for 2 year olds!  
We have free places for 2 year olds, 
in our fabulous Little Butterflies 
Nursery. 15 hours a week – check 
eligibility with our school Office staff or 
with Charlotte in Little Butterflies. 
Please pop in and enquire at our 
Office, or ring us on 0191 814 9820. 

 

Messy Play – every Friday 
 Just £2.00 per session 

 9.15-10.00am - weekly 

 Age 6 months – 2 years 

 Led by Donna, experienced Nursery Nurse. 
Book through Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/MessyPlayGrangetown 
 

 

 

Year 1 Trampolining Fun! 

 
Y1 took part in a Trampoline lesson at AAA Sports in 
Southwick. They learnt how to do pike and straddle 
jumps, then moved on to completing turns whilst 
jumping. We had so much fun and made sure we 
helped our friends on and off the trampolines.Miss Tose.  
 

The Digestive System in Year 4! 

 
 

Y4HC have been learning about human teeth and their 
functions. The children have also learned about the 
digestive system and even created their own models. 
In the experiment, the children mixed biscuits, 
bananas, water and orange juice into a plastic bag (the 
stomach) to show how all food can be broken down. 
They then transferred the mixture into a pair of tights 
(the large intestines) and used a tea towel (the small 
intestines) to show the absorption of the nutrients into 
the body. The children then cut a hole in the tights to 
show how food passes our bodies. Did you know it can 
take up to 72 hours for food to pass through our 
digestive system?  Miss Cassidy.  
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‘Once upon a time’ in Little Butterflies! 
This half term we 
have welcomed 
some new Little 
Butterflies to the 
gang. They are 
settling in nicely, 
finding their feet, 
exploring their 
new environment 
and building 
those important 
relationships with 
their key 
workers. This 
half term our 
topic is ‘Once 

upon a time’. We have been 
exploring some stories such as ‘The three little pigs’ 
and ‘The Gingerbread man’. We have planned lots of 
exciting and engaging activities for the children to 
explore linked to our topic. The children have enjoyed 
reading the stories with our story baskets, using the 
different props to act out different scenes e.g. using 
the wolf puppet and saying “I’ll huff and I’ll puff and I’ll 
blow your house down!” We have set up a little pig’s 
building/construction area where the children have 
been building houses. We have also been using 
natural resources such as sticks and straw to use for 
gluing and sticking. We are looking forward to 
exploring the ‘The Gingerbread man’ next and seeing 
what exciting activities we get up to.                         
The Little Butterflies Team.  
 

Football Action! 

 
 

The second half of the Sunderland Schools football 
season kicked-off with the annual 5 a side tournament 
at Goals Soccer Centre. We were in a group alongside 
Christ’s College and Farringdon. Both games were fast 
paced and hard fought. Grangetown played some 
really good football and played well as a team. 
Unfortunately we lost both games but had enough 
shots at the goal to have won both games comfortably 
but just couldn’t find the back of the net. Our goals in 
the games were scored by Patryk x 2 and Tristan.     
Mr Newby.    
  

Bonne Année! 

 
Happy New Year was the first thing we learnt how to 
say when we returned to school at the beginning of 
January. We discovered that the Epiphany is widely 
celebrated in France. Our children loved learning that, 
in France, a cake is shared with family and if you are 
the person who finds the lucky charm in your piece, 
you become king or queen for the day and you then 
decide what everyone will do for the day. Y2 designed 
their own crowns and described the colours they had 
used in French. Year 3 are learning how to ask simple 
questions by using intonation in their voices. They can 
also answer these questions of course. With the help 
of a catchy rock and roll song which is a real ear worm, 
Y4 have begun to discover the names of animals in 
French. Y5 have been learning how to tell the time in 
French and they are using bilingual dictionaries to help 
them to discover new vocabulary. Finally, Y6 are 
creating their own cartoon characters. They are using 
their prior knowledge to help them to describe their 
creations. Mrs Blackett.   
 

Monster Phonics 

 
Last week EYFS and KS1 launched our new phonics 
scheme called Monster Phonics. This is a new and 
exciting way for the children to learn to read and spell. 
It revolves around a monster world where each 
monster is in charge of a set of sounds. The lessons 
are fun and interactive and have the children excited to 
do phonics. To launch this new scheme staff dressed 
up as one of the monsters and introduced themselves 
to the children. Some of the firm favourites were Tricky 
Witch, Miss Oh No and Cool Blue. We are having a 
launch event for Reception and KS1 parents at 9am on 
the 7

th
 February so we hope to see you there!          

Mrs Roberts. 



Dodgeball action with Year 4! 

 
Earlier this month, the Year 4 children had a wonderful 
opportunity to take part in a Dodgeball tournament at 
the tennis centre at Silksworth. The children were 
divided into four teams and played six matches each. 
Each match consisted of three games each – the 
winners being whoever had the greatest number of 
children still playing when the whistle blew. Each group 
played against each other – and one of our teams 
didn’t lose a single game! We all had an amazing time 
and played really well. A team from a different school 
won third place, but teams from Grangetown earned 
second and first place in the competition. Well done 
Grangetown! Mrs Millican. 

 
Superheroes in Nursery! 

The children have come back to 
Nursery so well after Christmas! 
We have had so much fun 
welcoming our new boys and girls 
into our classroom. We have 
made lots of new friendships, and 
really enjoyed exploring the new 
areas. We have particularly liked 
the messy areas, such as water, 
play dough and painting! We 

have been really engaged with our 
new topic, Superheroes. We have focussed on the 
book SuperTato, learned about everyday heroes such 
as Doctors, Fireman and Police. We are super excited 
for our dress up day next month! Well done everyone 
for your amazing behaviour. Miss Holyoak and Mrs Hanlon. 
 

Superheroes in Reception! 
We have been 
learning about 

superheroes 
this term and 
have been 
getting really 
involved in our 
new story 

‘Supertato: 
veggies in the valley of 

doom.’ We have been dressing up as superheroes and 
role playing as reporters for the newspaper to report 
on all the ‘super’ activities that have been happening. 
We have been working hard using our monster 
phonics to write labels for the characters in our story! 
Miss Barnett. 

Exploring mould – Science in Year 2! 

 
We’ve been fascinated by our latest big question in 
Science: what happens if we don’t wash our hands? 
We investigated the importance of good hygiene 
through a bread experiment. We touched a slice of 
bread with clean hands and another with dirty, 
unwashed hands. We predicted that the bread touched 
with our dirty hands would develop the most mould. 
We watched each day for two weeks and kept a close 
eye on the changes to the bread. By the end of the two 
weeks, some of us couldn’t bear to look at how mouldy 
some of the slices actually were. It was interesting 
viewing the mould under the microscope. Mrs Roberts. 
 

Amazing stories in Y6VS! 

 
This half term Y6VS are learning about WW2 in 
History. Linked to this, we’ve been reading the book 
‘When the Sky Falls’ by Phil Earle. The children have 
worked extremely hard to retell the story in three parts, 
with a particular focus on building tension. They have 
included many features in their writing and have also 
drawn upon their learning in history to add detailed, 
factual information about Anderson Shelters. Their 
stories are a pleasure to read and are displayed 
proudly in our classroom. Miss Stell. 
 

Swimming with Y5KM 

 
Y5KM have been enjoying their swimming lessons at 
the Raich Carter Centre. They have had two qualified 
instructors guiding them to become more water 
confident. They’ve learned how to float in different 
ways and positions, swim using front stroke and back 
stroke and are building their confidence with breathing 
correctly and putting their heads beneath the water. 
We can’t wait to then learn some water safety skills. 
Miss Muldowney. 



An exciting month in Music! 

 
What a fantastic start we’ve made in music in 2022! 
There is some really impressive work being produced 
and some beautiful music played. KS2 have been 
learning all about Motown music and its history. Y3 
have tried hard to learn how to construct major scales, 
while Y2 have been working fantastically well on 
timbre and rhythm. Y4 have progressed hugely when it 
comes to their recorder playing and are now starting to 
learn to play along to songs like ‘Ain’t No Mountain 
High Enough’ by the Marvin Gaye and Tammi Terrell. 
Y5 have been working on their wonderful voices this 
month, learning how to sing harmonies, building their 
confidence to sing solo parts and how to sing and play 
ukulele simultaneously. Y6 have been learning about 
the history of music in America including: Native 
American music, blues, jazz and Motown and how 
these genres evolved into disco. Music has been very 
exciting this month and there’s a lot more to come in 
2022! Miss Thompson.  
 

Harry Miller’s Run 

 
The children in Y5 have read the story ‘Harry Miller’s 
Run’ by David Almond. The story is about a young 
boy, called Liam, who is about to take part in the 
Junior Great North Run  and an old man called Harry, 
who ran all the way from Newcastle to South Shields 
when he was a boy. Harry shares his adventure with 
Liam. As well as reading the story, the children learned 
about non-standard English and how different parts of 
the country have their own dialects. They used the 
ideas from the story to write their own narrative about 
an older person sharing a tale from his or her past with 
a child. In their writing, they used a range of features 
including dialogue, non-standard English and 
hyperbole (exaggerated statements). The children 
spent a long time planning, writing their stories and 
then producing a final copy for display in the 
classroom. Miss McLoughlin. 

Let there be light! 

 
In science this half term, the children in Y6SH have 
been learning all about light. They revisited what they 
had learnt in Year 4 and thought about all of the 
vocabulary they could remember. They then carried 
out different investigations using torches, mirrors and 
different objects. They were given a series of 
questions to investigate, so they worked in groups and 
found out how light travels and how shadows are 
made. They then looked at reflection and they learnt 
about the angle of incidence and the angle of 
reflection. I was very impressed with the scientific 
explanations that the children gave following the 
lesson. In the most recent lesson, children investigated 
how shadows can change. They created a fair test into 
how we can change the size and colour of shadows by 
moving the object closer to the light source. The 
children have been fantastic during this science topic 
and I’m sure they will continue to work hard during our 
future investigations. Miss Hunter.  
 

Keeping Healthy in Year 3! 

 
Y3 had a fantastic session with Change for Life this 
half-term. Children learned all about healthy lifestyles 
and ways that they can make positive changes to 
make better health choices. They then learned about 
mindfulness and took part in a mindfulness exercise, 
learning which techniques are needed. They have 
been practicing these techniques as a way to relax, 
feel calm and slow-down in class. Miss Beetham. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 
 

 
Wednesday 9th February - Early Year’s Superhero dress-up day 
Thursday 17th February - Year 4 Greek day 
Monday 21st - Friday 25th Feb - Half Term Break. 
Friday 25th March - Bank Holiday in lieu of Queen’s Diamond 
jubilee – school closed. 
Friday 8th April - End of Spring Term (1.00pm). 
Monday 11th - Friday 22nd April - Easter Holidays. 


