
 

Elf – Well Done our Y5 actors & actresses! 

 
Our Y5 children - & our Choir - have been incredibly 
busy over the past month rehearsing for their 
performance of Elf! On Monday this week, both 
performances went perfectly and the children made 
everyone extremely proud. They learned multiple 
songs, pages and pages of the script and important 
body language and actions to tell the story in the best 
possible way. We are all now professional actors and 
actresses and the children have had such good fun 
performing for all parents, carers and even the staff 
and children in school. See page 3 for some quotes 
from the children! Miss Muldowney and Miss McLoughlin. 
 

Look at what we offer at GPS: 
 

Breakfast Club 
Every day – 7.45-8.50. Fantastic 
value at just £1.20 per day. Book 
places via the Office.  

Home from Home  
After school care – Mon to Fri 3.15 
until 5.00pm. Amazing value at just 
£2.50 per session! Book places via 
the Office.  

FREE places for 2 year olds!  
We have free places for 2 year olds, 
in our fabulous Little Butterflies 
Nursery. 15 hours a week – check 
eligibility with our school Office staff or 
with Charlotte in Little Butterflies. 
Please pop in and enquire at our 
Office, or ring us on 0191 814 9820. 

 

Messy Play – every Friday 
 Just £2.00 per session 

 9.15-10.00am - weekly 

 Age 6 months – 2 years 

 Led by Donna, experienced Nursery Nurse. 
Book through Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/MessyPlayGrangetown 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Letters to Santa! 

 
The little butterflies are very excited as they know 
Santa will be on his way very soon. We have had such 
an exciting December full of Christmas crafts. The 
children have been busy writing their letters to Santa 
and telling us what they would like. This activity has 
been a great way to promote the children’s language 
and communication skills. Following on from writing 
our letters to Santa we decided to take a leisurely walk 
to our local post box which is located on Ryhope Road. 
We saw some lovely Christmas decorations displayed 
on the houses as we walked along Stratford Avenue. 
The children were very well behaved on our walk and 
we are very proud of them! We would like to wish all of 
our children and their families a very merry Christmas 
and a happy new year! The Little Butterflies Team.  
 

Our very special Bauble Project! 
The magic of 
Christmas is well 
and truly alive 
here at GPS and 
this year we have 
seen the biggest 
tree we’ve ever 
had beautifully 
decorated by the 
children with a 
little extra sparkle 

from the parents group! The tree sparkles with its 2000 
lights but the real show stopper this year are the 
lovingly made baubles made by every child in school.  
Every child from Little Butterflies to Y6 received a 
bauble to decorate and add a Christmas wish. We then 
took turns class by class to go to the hall and add our 
bauble to the tree. We gathered in the hall as a whole 
school for the ‘Big Switch On’ ceremony which is 
becoming an annual event! A special thanks to the 
parents that helped with the decorations. The hall 
looks amazing and the children were in awe! The idea 
is that the children will bring their bauble home at the 
end of term and that way there will be a little bit of the 
GPS family in everyone’s home. Merry Christmas! 
Team GPS. 

December  2021  –  Chr is tmas Edi t ion !  

GRANGETOWN NEWSLETTER 

Your Invitation - Christmas Carols in St Aidan’s Church 
All parents/carers very welcome 

St Aidan’s Church Ryhope Rd – 12.15 on Friday 17th December 

http://www.facebook.com/MessyPlayGrangetown


Nursery’s Magical Mystery Tour! 

 
Nursery had a fantastic 2

nd
 trip on the bus on Friday. 

We left school to get on the 39 bus, which took us to 
Mowbray Park and then into the Winter Gardens. We 
saw the ducks, went on the lovely play park, had a 
walk around the gardens to see the band stand and 
the large walrus statue! Inside the Winter Gardens, we 
saw lots of beautiful plants and a dinosaur exhibition. 
We also saw a gigantic waterfall at the top of the 
stairs! Afterwards we saw the animals, insects and 
birds in the Winter Gardens. The children learnt so 
much, it was a fantastic day. They behaved beautifully 
on the bus, and really did Grangetown Primary school 
proud. Miss Holyoak and Mrs Hanlon.  
 

Year 1 Winter Fun! 

 
Y1 had the most amazing time at Silksworth Ski Slope 
where we had the opportunity to go tubing! We sat on 
inflatable rubber donuts and raced down the slope as 
fast as we could! Everyone was so brave and gave it a 
go – it was very high up! Afterwards, we met Santa 
and had hot chocolate with cream and marshmallows. 
What a brilliant day which was loved by all! Miss Tose. 

Year 1 at the Panto! 

 
Year 1 had a fantastic time at Durham Gala Theatre 
where we watched The Nutcracker ‘Remiced’. The 
story was about 2 mice named Cookie and Spike who 
helped defeat the evil Mouse Queen. There was 
singing, dancing and participation from the crowd. We 
even got blasted with pretend snow! We had so much 
fun! Miss Tose  
 

Our Wriggly Nativity! 
 

 
 

Key Stage 1 performed the Nativity called ‘Wriggly 
Nativity’. This was a fantastic traditional retelling of the 
very first Christmas.  We had everything from twinkling 
stars to wriggly animals! The children all performed 
magnificently and the singing was like a choir of 
angels! Everyone worked so hard to learn and practise 
their part and this really shone through on the day.  We 
would like to say a big thank you to our parents and 
carers for all the support you gave helping the children 
learn their lines and providing costumes. We wish 
everyone a very Merry Christmas. KS1 Team. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Places available for September 2022! 
 We are now taking applications for Reception, for 

Sep 2022. 

 Was your child born between 1/9/2017–31/8/2018? 

 Application period – 4th October 2021 until 15th 
January 2022 

 Please contact school for more details, and a tour of 
our Early Years if you wish. 

 Also, you can apply here: 
https://www.sunderland.gov.uk/schools-admissions-
infant-junior-primary 

 

https://www.sunderland.gov.uk/schools-admissions-infant-junior-primary
https://www.sunderland.gov.uk/schools-admissions-infant-junior-primary


Elf – Quotes from the children! 

 
 

Patricia (played Charlie, head elf) – At first, the nerves were 
overwhelming but once I performed on stage, I couldn’t wait to get 
up there and do it all again! 

Eliza (played Jovie, main character) – I thought the show 
was so much fun. I didn’t believe I’d be able to get up on stage and 
sing and act on my own but I am so pleased I finally did it. 

Ethan (played Walter, main character) – At one point of the 
rehearsals, I didn’t want to do it anymore as I was worried about 
my lines. I persevered and performed my very best. It made me so 
happy and I am so pleased I kept going.  

Bethany (played Emily, main character) – I loved singing 
and dancing and the show was fantastic. My parents enjoyed it so 
much and were very proud. I am thankful to my teachers for 
helping us. 

Logan (played Buddy, main character) – As the main 
character, it was hard and did take me a few weeks to learn all my 
lines, actions, songs and the overall performance. I had such good 
fun and we all had a laugh when performing and being back stage. 
One of my favourite parts of the show was when I had to argue 
with the fake Santa! This always made me laugh so much. 

Daniel & Tilly (played the Manager & Charlotte Dennon) – 
We loved performing for everyone and would love to do it all again. 
The songs and words will always be in our heads but it was so 
worth it! 
 

Y3 – Our Trip to Backhouse Park 

 
Year 3 took a trip to Backhouse Park this week. The 
children got wrapped up and went off to Backhouse 
Park. When we arrived, we followed the fairy trail, 
spotting fairy doors and houses. They were hidden 
everywhere! The children also found a worry tree and 
told it their worries. After playing in the park, the 
children explored the surrounding area and spotted 
parakeets and even heard a woodpecker. They 
enjoyed a hot chocolate to help warm up. The children 
were very well behaved and listened very carefully 
during the trip. Miss Beetham. 

 

KS1 Polar Express Day 

 
The children of Key Stage One enjoyed a day of fun 
this week based around the film ‘The Polar Express’. 
The children came to school dressed in their comfiest 
pyjamas and carrying their favourite teddy. They 
received a golden ticket when entering their classroom 
so they could take part in the activities. First we 
gathered together and the children sat with their 
friends to watch the film. At playtime we enjoyed a hot 
chocolate with cream and marshmallows as well as a 
biscuit. In the afternoon we made some Christmas 
crafts and had a Christmas story. They each got a bell 
to listen to just like the film! The children had a 
fantastic time and even asked if they could come to 
school in their pyjamas every day! KS1 Team. 

 

Data Handling in Y4LM 

 
This half term in our computing lessons, we have been 
learning all about spreadsheets. The children have 
learned about cells and their references. They have 
changed the colour of the cells and have changed the 
grid line borders. Children have used different 
alignments, size and fonts. Using their newly learned 
knowledge, the children used spreadsheets in the 
Numbers app on their iPads to play Battleships, two 
multiplications games and organise information about 
different minibeasts that they researched. Mrs Millican. 



Christmas fun in French! 

 
December has flown by in our French lessons. Y2 
have been learning a song about the donkey in the 
nativity story. They have practised the actions and 
joined in with some of the words. Y3 have been 
revisiting a song they had already learnt about a 
Christmas reindeer. They remembered a lot of the 
words from the song from last year. Y4 have been 
doing some detective work using French-English 
dictionaries to discover what was in a Christmas 
stocking. Y5 have been learning a popular French 
Christmas song, ‘Noël, C’est Comme un Rythme de 
Jazz’ which has been a good help with their 
pronunciation. Finally, Y6 have used their reading 
skills to decipher a description of a Christmas scene. 
They were successful in recreating the picture 
according to what they understood. Everybody has 
learnt about how French children celebrate Christmas. 
Did you know that French children don’t leave out a 
stocking, they leave out their shoes!  Joyeux Noël!  

 
Christmas in Reception – Magical! 

We have had a 
lovely term getting 
ready for Christmas 
in Reception. We 
had such a 
wonderful nativity 
performance that 
all the children 
worked so hard to 
put together. We 
have written 
letters to Father 
Christmas and 
have painted and 

written our very own Christmas cards, 
which the children are so excited to take home. During our Parent 
Workshop we painted our lovely salt dough decorations and 
covered them in beautiful glitter ready to be hung on our Christmas 
Trees. We decorated our own bauble as part of the whole school 
project and had the chance to put these on the big tree in the hall 
with baubles from the whole school. Our amazing pyjama and 
Christmas film day was a great way to celebrate all the children’s 
hard work this term, and the children were thrilled to have 
marshmallows and hot chocolate! The children have all made 
some wonderful progress this term and we are all so proud of 
them! Miss Barnett. 

Year 4 HC - Arctic Explorers 

 
This half term, Y4 have continued to read the story 
Pugs of the Frozen North. The story was set in the 
Arctic which the children have learnt about in 
Geography when exploring the Tropics and Equator. 
They were able to locate the Tropic of Cancer, Tropic 
of Capricorn, the Equator and the Greenwich Meridian 
on a world map. They identified the Arctic and 
Antarctic circles and investigated the main similarities 
and differences between them. In DT, the children 
used their knowledge of a healthy and balanced diet to 
investigate what Arctic explorers eat and how the 
nutritional value may be different to ours. They even 
created a recipe for their own sledging biscuits! They 
were delicious! Miss Cassidy.  
 

Year 6 Explore Digestion -  ‘The Human Body’ 

 
In Science, Y6 have been learning about the circulatory system, 
and about the importance of the heart and lungs. They carried out 
investigations, to compare girls’ and boys’ heart rates by planning 
and conducting their own fair test. The children then learned how 
water and nutrients are transported around the body. They learned 
all of the scientific names for the digestive system and created 
wonderful explanations about how it worked. They asked very 
insightful questions and went into great detail in their explanations. 
What excellent scientists we have in Year 6! Miss Hunter.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Fri 17th Dec: 12.15-1.00pm: Carol Service St Aidan’s – 
Parents/Carers welcome! 
Fri 17th Dec – 1.00pm. End of Term – please collect your child 
from St Aidan’s. Merry Christmas! 
Mon 20th-Thurs 23rd: Holiday Scheme at GPS (places allocated). 
Tues 4th Jan: Start of Spring Term – Happy New Year! 

Happy Christmas to all GPS families from our Staff Team 
Thankyou for your valued support in 2021. All the very best for the 

New Year – we look forward to working with you in 2022, and 
together we will create another magical year for the children! 

 


