
Page 1 of 3 
 

Year 6 Medium Term Planning for English - Writing 
National curriculum objectives Key vocabulary  
Develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by: 
• Recognising vocabulary and structures that are appropriate for formal speech and 

writing, including subjunctive forms 
• Using passive verbs to affect the presentation of information in a sentence 
• Using the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships of time and cause 
• Using expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information concisely 
• Using modal verbs or adverbs to indicate degrees of possibility 
• Using relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, whose, that or with 

an implied (i.e. omitted) relative pronoun 
• Learning the grammar for years 5 and 6 in English Appendix 2 
Indicate grammatical and other features by:  
• Using commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing 
• Using hyphens to avoid ambiguity 
• Using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis 
• Using semi-colons, colons or dashes to mark boundaries between independent 

clauses 
• Using a colon to introduce a list 
• Punctuating bullet points consistently 
• Use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 accurately 

and appropriately in discussing their writing and reading. 

 

• Subject 
• Object 
• Active 
• Passive 
• Synonym 
• Antonym 
• Ellipses 
• Hyphen 
• Colon 
• Semi-colon 
• Bullet points 

Knowledge and Skills 
Autumn Half Term 1 Autumn Half Term 2 

Oliver Twist Porridge Pincher Faces Court 
(Class novel: Rooftoppers) 

The Ship of Shadows  

Text: Write a narrative inspired by a play 
script  
Audience: Children in an English assembly  
Purpose: To entertain children  

Text: A recount of an event in the form of 
a newspaper 
Audience: Victorian Britain  
Purpose: To inform people of an event 
and sensationalise to show view points  

Text: A narrative which creates a tense 
atmosphere  
Audience: Children in an English assembly  
Purpose: To entertain and build tension  

Text: A comparative non-chronological 
report  
Audience: A website about different parts 
of the world   
Purpose: To inform others of geographical 
facts  

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Use inverted commas to demarcate 

speech, and commas to separate 

• Use relative clauses with relative 
pronouns and begin to use relative 
clauses with an omitted relative 
pronoun. 

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Use repetition or words, phrases and 

sentence structures for dramatic effect  

• Use colons to introduce a list  
• Show awareness of how to make 

writing succinct by using grammar and 
punctuation taught so far precisely to 
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reporting clauses, when using dialogue 
to move the action forward and show 
character development.  

• Use sentences which include a variety 
of compound and complex clauses.  

• Use a range of sentence openers and 
vary their use throughout the writing. 

• Use similes and personification to 
create a description  

• Use a range of conjunctions, adverbs 
and prepositions to order events, link 
previous ideas, and provide 
exemplification. 

• Use hyphens for compound words to 
avoid ambiguity.  

• Begin to use modal verbs  

• Use dashes to mark the boundary 
between clauses, adding emphasis or 
surprise.  

• Use ellipses effectively to create 
suspense.  

• Use metaphors to create a specific 
atmosphere  

• Understand that synonyms have slightly 
different word meanings, and choose 
synonyms appropriately. 

engage the reader 
• Use layout devices such as headings, 

sub-headings, bullets and tables to 
structure texts 

• Effectively use modal verbs within 
sentences  

• Use a range of subordinating and co-
ordinating conjunctions effectively to 
link ideas in and across paragraphs.  

Greater depth 
• Edit or redraft to focus on 

characterisation and independently 
choose vocabulary and grammar 
choices to reflect this change.  

• Independently reflect upon how 
formality changes when the 
purpose/audience of the recount 
changes. 

• Change the atmosphere of the story (to 
one of humour) and independently 
focus on how language choices, 
sentence structure and grammar must 
change.  

• Transform the recount to be suitable 
for multiple audiences – adapt the 
levels of formality for the multi-
audience. 

Spring half term 1 Spring half term 2 
When the sky falls Skyward: Female pilots of the war (for context) 

A Letter to the Lord Mayor (Grammarsaurus) 
Text: Write an extended narrative which 
creates a powerful descriptive 
atmosphere. 
Audience: Authors who have been 
inspired by the war  
Purpose: To show accurate historical 
context through fiction writing  

Text: Write a balanced discussion text 
showing two view points equally before 
concluding 
Audience: Class teacher 
Purpose: To evaluate whether animals 
should be kept in captivity  

Text: To write a historical narrative and 
convey factual information throughout the 
narrative 
Audience: Children who are learning 
about WW2 
Purpose: To entertain whilst providing 
historical content  

Text: A non-chronological report which 
informs and entertains  
Audience: Children who wish to learn 
about mountain environments  
Purpose: to provide factual information 
and engages and entertains the reader  

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Use the perfect form of verbs to show 

relationships in time  
• Begin to use the passive voice 
• Begin to use semi-colons and dashes to 

mark boundaries between independent 
clauses.  

• Use colons to introduce a list  
• Use cohesive devices such as repetition 

of a phrase across paragraphs 

• Understand and begin to use the 
subjunctive mood to show appropriate 
formality  

• Understand and use conditional 
phrases to lead the reader into a way of 
thinking.  

• Use punctuation for elaboration of a 
point (using colons, semi-colons and 
parenthesis) 

• Effectively choose and use conjunctions 
to make links within and across 

• To explain the impact language can 
have on the reader 

• To understand how an author can use 
foreshadowing techniques through 
their choice of language 

• Choose appropriate vocabulary based 
on their connotations  

• Use expanded noun phrases, with 
adjectives and prepositional phrases. 

• To structure paragraphs, making links 
between ideas across different 

• Use the perfect form of verbs to show 
relationships in time and cause  

• Use modal verbs to indicate possibility 
• Use questions which engage the reader 

and introduce new information 
• Use commas accurately to clarify 

meaning  
• To choose precise and concise language 

and grammar to convey meaning.  
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• Choose synonyms and antonyms for 
specific effect on the reader  

paragraphs  
• Carefully select emotive language to 

elicit an emotional response from the 
reader 

paragraphs.  

Greater depth 
• To utilise the styles of other authors 

and incorporate their techniques into 
their writing  

  • Independently adapt the writing for the 
general public as well as the Prime 
minister, controlling levels of formality. 

Summer half term 1 Summer half term 2 
Darwin’s Dragons On the Origin of species The Eye of the North Mountains around the world 

 
Text: Write a narrative with clear 
distinction between characters. 
Audience: Children in an English assembly 
Purpose: To engage younger readers and 
make them invest in a character’s fate. 

Text: Write a discussion text of a scientific 
principle   
Audience: Visitors to a Charles Darwin 
exhibition   
Purpose: To show both sides of a 
discussion  

Text: To write a non-linear narrative  
Audience: To Year 5 children 
Purpose: To show shifts in time and 
narrator 

Text: Explanation text within a formal 
letter 
Audience: Visitors to Tunstall Hills site. 
Purpose: To explain a process in language 
suitable for multiple audiences. 

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Identify the differences between formal 

and informal vocabulary choices 
• Understand that contractions are used 

in informal genres and utilise this skill 
when developing a character 

• Use question tags and contractions to 
show distinctions in formality between 
characters 

• Link ideas across paragraphsp using 
cohesive devices such as repetition of a 
word or phrase.  

• Use expanded noun phrases to 
concisely and factually present 
information  

• Use relative clauses with an omitted 
relative pronoun. 

• Use colons to introduce a list and semi-
colons within lists  

• Use both the active and passive voice 
within sentences. 

• Build cohesion across and within 
paragraphs using conjunctions, adverbs 
and synonyms.  

• Use hyphens to avoid ambiguity  
 

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Use commas to clarify meaning and 

avoid ambiguity  
• Use ellipses correctly and for effect  
• Use adverbials as cohesive devices 

within and across paragraphs  
• Use a variety of sentence structures to 

engage the reader throughout 
sustained periods of description.  

• Understand and use the subjunctive 
mood to show appropriate formality  

• Use brackets, dashes and commas to 
indicate parenthesis  

• Punctuate bullet points consistently 
and correctly  

• Use layout devices efficiently to 
signpost the reader  

• Use the semi-colon, colon and dash to 
mark the boundary between 
independent clauses 

 

Greater depth 
• To independently change the formality 

of the narration so that sections 
contrast. 

• To independently combine the text 
type with another genre. e.g. within a 
newspaper report  

• Transform a section of the text to show 
greater character development through 
the use of dialogue and action.  

• Present information or recount 
information in any way they choose, 
demonstrating appropriate language 
and structural choices  

 


