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Year 3 Medium Term Planning for English - Writing 
National curriculum objectives Key vocabulary  
Develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by: 
• extending the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range 

of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although 
• using the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense 
• choosing nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion and to avoid 

repetition 
• Using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and cause 
• Using fronted adverbials 
• Learning the grammar for years 3 and 4 in English Appendix 2 
Indicate grammatical and other features by: 
• using commas after fronted adverbials 
• indicating possession by using the possessive apostrophe with plural nouns 
• using and punctuating direct speech 
• use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 accurately 

and appropriately when discussing their writing and reading 

 

• Preposition 
• Conjunction 
• Clause 
• Subordinate clause 
• Direct speech 
• Consonant 
• Vowel 
• Inverted commas 

Knowledge and Skills 
Autumn Half Term 1 Autumn Half Term 2 

Oliver and the Seawigs Maps The Tin Forest A day in the life of a poo, a gnu and you 
Text: Write a four part narrative with a 
clearly structured ending.  
Audience: Children during an English 
assembly. 
Purpose: To entertain and create a sense 
of adventure  

Text: Write a recount of an event, in the 
form of diary 
Audience: The narrator of the diary  
Purpose: To reflect upon a major event 

Text: Write a story in the third person 
Audience: Children during an English 
assembly. 
Purpose: To show historical knowledge in 
an engaging way.  

Text: Write an explanation in the form of a 
‘how to’ guide. (How to make fire in the 
stone age) 
Audience: Reader’s of a children’s 
encyclopaedia   
Purpose: To explain a historical process  

• Identify the narrator’s voice and how 
this is reflected through language 
choices.  

• Plan writing with a clear form 
• Fully understand the function of a full 

stop. 
• Confidently use full stops within a 

paragraph.  
• Group sentences of the same topic or 

time to make a paragraph 

• Use dictionaries to check the meaning 
of words 

• Maintain writing in the first person 
• Organise events in chronological order 
• Form paragraphs with sufficient detail, 

organising sentences into chronological 
order. 

• Use adverbs to show time, place and 
cause. 

• Choose nouns or pronouns for clarity 

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  

• Begin to discuss words and phrases 
which capture the reader’s interest 

• Begin to use inverted commas to mark 
direct speech  

• Maintain writing in the third person  
• Use adverbs, showing time and place, 

to open sentences 
• Extend sentences with a wider range of 

• Use the first 2/3 letters to locate words 
in a dictionary. 

• Use extended sentences to explain a 
process 

• Apply and spell correctly all Key Stage 1 
spelling rules and those covered from 
Year 3 so far.  

• Use quantifiers to add clarity to 
sentences 

• Use irregular simple past tense verbs 
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• Use a or an correctly before the 
following word. 

• Use adverbs to show time and place 
within a sentence. 

• Begin to use adverbs (single words) to 
open sentences. 

• Join sentences using co-ordinating 
conjunctions 

• Demarcate sentences with capital 
letters and full stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks. 

 

and avoid repetition  
• Begin to use adverbs showing time and 

place to open sentences. 
• Use prepositions to show place 
• Use apostrophes for contraction and 

possession  
• Demarcate sentences with capital 

letters and full stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks. 

• Understand how nouns are formed 
using a range of prefixes  

 

subordinating conjunctions (because, 
when, although).  

• Begin some sentence with a 
subordinate clause. 

• Experiment with verb choices within a 
sentence  

• Demarcate sentences with capital 
letters and full stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks.   

• Understand and use pronouns to 
replace nouns within sentences  

• Use technical/specific vocabulary to 
avoid ambiguity  

• Use commas within a list 
• Demarcate sentences with capital 

letters and full stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks. 

• Use simple organisational devices 
(headings and sub-headings) 

• Use conjunctions to show cause  
 

Greater depth 
• Change a section of the narrative into 

the third person and identify the 
additional language changes that would 
be made.  

• Include additional features for the form 
and audience of the writing 

• Edit how the sequence of the story is 
expressed through conjunctions, 
adverbs and prepositions 

• Extend the use of commas beyond 
single words within the list. 

• Write with a clear audience and identify 
additional language choices which 
reflect the knowledge of the reader  

Spring half term 1 Spring half term 2 
Greta and the Giants Amazing Islands The King who banned the dark How the stars came to be 

Text: Retell or write a narrative showing 
good vs bad.  
Audience: Children during an English 
assembly. 
Purpose: To entertain and show how 
language choices can create an effect 

Text: A non-chronological report in the 
style of a travel guide  
Audience: People who are thinking about 
visiting other countries  
Purpose: Showing information in an 
impersonal style  

Text:  Writing a narrative with a strong 
dilemma  
Audience:  Other children for a bed time 
story  
Purpose: Use language which sustains the 
reader’s interest  

Text: Writing a non-chronological report 
based on research  
Audience: Children who want to learn 
about the sun and the moon (fictitious 
report based on the class text)  
Purpose: To inform people of two 
contrasting subjects  

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Draw inferences about characters 

thoughts, feelings and motives. 
• Fully understand the use of a full stop, 

particularly where the following 
sentence begins with a pronoun.  

• Use inverted commas to show dialogue 
between two characters 

• Use dialogue to build a relationship 

• Identify how language and presentation 
contribute to meaning. 

• Plan writing with a clear audience 
• Use headings and sub headings to aid 

presentation 
• Organise paragraphs around one 

particular theme 
• Use comparisons to help the reader 

make connections (e.g. the whale shark 
is roughly the size of a bus) 

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Discuss words and phrases which 

capture the reader’s interest 
• Plan writing with a clear audience and 

purpose 
• Write a five part narrative with a strong 

dilemma  
• Securely use inverted commas to show 

character dialogue 

• Recognise key themes across non-
fiction texts 

• Structure writing using an introductory 
paragraph  

• Choose formal vocabulary to suit the 
audience of the text 

• Use sub-headings which are precise and 
engaging to the audience 

• Organise paragraphs around one theme 
and begin to use a general opening 
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between two characters 
• Choose adjectives, adverbs and verbs 

which have a specific impact on the 
reader (e.g. making the reader think a 
character is good or bad) 

• Begin to experiment with figurative 
language – use similes to describe 
people or places 

• Use simple, compound and complex 
sentences within writing.  

• Write in the present tense  
• Use a did you know box with 

interesting individual facts to grab the 
attention of the reader  

• Use adjectives which are factual  
• Understand what compound and 

complex sentences are. 
• Begin to use subordinate conjunctions 

to join sentences.  
• Make links between paragraphs by 

using repeated pronouns or nouns.  

• Use dialogue to move the action 
forward.  

• Use additional detail within the 
reporting clause to move the action 
forward.  

• Choose precise nouns and verbs to 
create a specific impact on the reader 
and give clues as to author’s viewpoint.  

• Use simple, compound and complex 
sentences within writing. 

• Use simple sentences to add tension 
during the dilemma  

sentence to introduce the paragraph’s 
topic.  

• Use a glossary to explain the meaning 
of key words 

• Write in the third person and maintain 
this throughout writing  

Greater depth 
• Edit and redraft a section of dialogue to 

show clearly the author’s view point of 
the characters.  

• Change the form of the report, and 
adapt the layout and language features 
according to the new form. E.g. a 
website article or leaflet 

•  Choose one section of the text to edit 
and redraft, focussing specifically on 
the language choices and how these 
create an effect on the reader.  

• Use compare and contrast language to 
compare the subject of the non-
chronological report to a similar subject  

Summer half term 1 Summer half term 2 
Marcy and the Riddle of the Sphinx The Owl Tree I ate sunshine for breakfast (background 

information text not model text)  
Text: A narrative which has a clear 
problem and resolution  
Audience: Children during an English 
assembly. 
Purpose: To structure a text into clear 
sections  

Text: A set of instructions that can be 
easily followed  
Audience: Visitors to the Hancock 
Museum Newcastle  
Purpose: To enable visitors to understand 
a process  

Text: Narrative where dialogue moves the 
story forward 
Audience: Children during an English 
assembly. 
Purpose: To show the importance of 
effective dialogue within a narrative  

Text: Write a persuasive letter  
Audience: Sunderland City Council  
Purpose: To convince the council to 
preserve the cities green areas and plant 
more plants.  

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Understand the purpose of dialogue 

within a text 
• Use expanded noun phrases to add 

detail and precision  
• Use conjunctions to show time, place 

and cause.  
• Experiment with different sentence 

openers such as two adjectives or a 
verb.  

• Explain the language and structural 
features of instructions 

• Write increasingly complicated 
instructions with clear audience, 
ensuring they can be easily followed 

• Use precise nouns to give detail and 
avoid ambiguity  

• Choose verbs to suit the purpose 
• Use adverbs and adverbial phrases to 

add clarity to the reader 
• Identify and use ways in which the 

As well as grammatical features 
previously covered:  
• Understand how dialogue can build a 

character 
• Use a boxing up plan to plan with a 

clear purpose, audience and form  
• Write a story which has a problem and 

resolution, with the dialogue moving 
the story forward. 

• Correct punctuate direct speech using 
inverted commas and correct 

• Understand how writers use expressive 
language to affect the reader 

• Use emotive language to convey a view 
point  

• Independently organise paragraphs 
around a theme.  

• Use a wider range of subordinate 
conjunctions to extend sentences  

• Use leading phrases (I am sure you 
agree, It is clear that, Surely you would 
prefer)  
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• Begin to use similes for abstract 
concepts such as the weather. 

• Use a boxing up plan to plan each 
paragraph  

• Write well-structured paragraphs which 
build on previous detail. 

• Use a range of sentence types within 
paragraphs  

layout can aid the reader  
• Proof read for spelling and punctuation 

errors 

punctuation within the dialogue 
• Use prepositions to express time, place 

and manner 
• Proof read for spelling and punctuation 

errors 
• Use a range of sentence types within 

paragraphs 
• Use the present perfect tense instead 

of the simple past 

• Use rhetorical questions to suit the 
purpose  

• Capital letters, full stops, questions 
marks are mostly correct  

• Maintain writing in the first person 

Greater depth 
• Edit the opening paragraph to create a 

description of the setting. 
• Use noun phrases, precise adjectives 

and similes to give detail. 

• Explore a range of organisational 
devices and evaluate their 
effectiveness. 

•  Edit the dialogue to show character’s 
personality and motives. 

• Choose additional vocabulary such as 
adverbs and verbs to show 
characterisation. 

• Change the view point of the author. 
• Use contrasting language to create an 

alternative effect.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


