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Year group: 4  Subject Area: Geography Unit: 1 - The Tropics and Equator Subject Leader: K Muldowney 
 

Prior linked knowledge National curriculum objectives Future linked knowledge 
Know where the equator, North 
Pole and South Pole are on a 
globe (Y1) 
Know the names of a locate the 
seven continents of the world 
(Y2) 

Place Knowledge: 
understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region within South America 
Locational knowledge: 
Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus South America, concentrating on 
their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and 
major cities. 

Know the names of four counties in the 
southern and four in the northern 
hemisphere (Y4) 
Know the names of, and locate, a number 
of North American countries (Y5) 
Know about time zones and work out 
differences (Y5) 

Notes Cross-curricular links Possible hooks/enrichment activities  
Pugs of the Frozen North text 
Ernest Shackleton – research 
explorers 

ICT – Interest Research, EBook Creation, Programming maps 
Maths – coordinates  
English – Pugs of the Frozen North narrative - setting 

 

Lesson Sequence 
Know what is meant by the term ‘tropics’ Know where the equator, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn and the Greenwich Meridian are on a 

world map 
Use maps and globes to locate the equator, Tropic of Cancer and Capricorn and the Greenwich 
Meridian 

Lesson 1:  Know and identify 
the longitude and latitude 
lines on a world map and 
globe. Understand their 
relation to equator. 

Lesson 2: Understand and 
define the term tropics. 
Know the seasonal 
differences are between 
tropics and other areas of the 
world.  

Lesson 3:  Know where the 
equator is and countries 
that surround this. Locate 
the Tropic of Cancer and 
Capricorn in relation to the 
equator.  

Lesson 4: Locate continents and 
countries that surround the tropics. 
Identify similarities in the tropics 
and differences to the rest of the 
world. 

Lesson 5: Know and locate the 
Prime Meridian (Greenwich). 
Understand the eastern and 
western hemisphere. Identify 
countries in these areas. 

Identify and name the Arctic and Antarctic circles   
Lesson 6: Know and locate 
the Arctic circle and identify 
the parts of North America 
and Europe that are in its 
region.  

Lesson 7: Know and locate 
the Antarctic circle and 
discuss the importance for 
scientific research. 

Lesson 8: Identify the main 
differences between the 
Arctic and Antarctic regions 
including animals, weather, 
land/water area 

  

Key Vocabulary  
Longitude 
Latitude 

Tropics 
Seasons 

Equator 
Relation to 

Continents  
Countries  

Prime Meridian (Greenwich) 
Eastern 
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Equator 
Direction 
Left, right 
North 
West 
South  
East 

Temperature 
Climate 
Distance 
 

Tropics Seasons 
Dry and wet seasons 

Western 
Locate 

Arctic  
North America 
Europe 
Region 
Ice 
Land area 

Science 
Important 
Antarctic  
 

    

Key skill throughout unit 
• Locate the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn and Arctic and Antarctic circles 
• Locate the same place on a globe and in an atlas. 
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Year group: 4  Subject Area: Geography Unit: 2 - South America Subject Leader: K Muldowney 
 

Prior linked knowledge National curriculum objectives Future linked knowledge 
Know where the equator, North Pole 
and South Pole are on a globe (Y1) 
Know the names of a locate the 
seven continents of the world (Y2) 
Know where the Equator, Tropic of 
Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn (Y4) 

Place Knowledge: 
understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 
human and physical geography of a region within South America 
Locational knowledge: 
Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities.  

Know the names of, and locate, a number of 
North American countries (Y5) 
Know about time zones and work out 
differences (Y5) 
 

Notes Cross-curricular links Possible hooks/enrichment activities  
 ICT – Interest Research, EBook Creation  

 
 

 

Lesson Sequence 
Know the names of four countries from the northern and four from the southern 
hemisphere 

Know the names of and locate a number of South American countries 

Lesson 1:  What are the 
northern and southern 
hemispheres? 
Understand the main 
seasonal and 
geographical differences 
between the two. 
 

Lesson 2: Know the 
continents that sit within 
each hemisphere. Identify 
the differences in physical 
features, population and 
pollution.  

Lesson 3: Know the 
names of and locate four 
countries from the 
northern and four 
countries from the 
southern hemisphere. 
Identify countries on 
both a globe and in an 
atlas. 

Lesson 4: Know and 
locate where South 
America sits on the 
globe and on a world 
map. Know key facts 
about the continent, 
including population, 
land area and physical 
features. 

Lesson 5: Know and 
locate a number of South 
American countries. 
Understand which 
countries border each 
other.  
 

Lesson 6: Focus on one 
South American country. 
Understand key facts 
about this and present 
information to others in 
the form of a 
PowerPoint or EBook.  
 

Key Vocabulary  
Seasons 
Summer 
Winter 
Autumn  
Spring 
Hemisphere  
Continents 

Hemisphere  
Population 
Pollution 
Features 
Continents 

Northern hemisphere 
Southern hemisphere 
Locate 
 

Population 
Land area 
Physical features 
Facts 
 

Border 
 
 

Present 
Population 
Land area 
Largest city 

To be populated by teachers, as they begin to use the curriculum – subject leader to then update half-termly. 
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Equator 
Key skill throughout unit 
• Locate the same place on a globe and in an atlas 
• Gather and present information through research  
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Year group: 4  Subject Area: Geography Unit: 3 – Rainforests Subject Leader: K Muldowney 
 

Prior linked knowledge National curriculum objectives Future linked knowledge 
Know features of hot and cold places 
in the world (Y1) 
Know where the equator, north pole 
and south pole (Y1) 
Know how a specific habitat 
provides for the basic needs of 
things living there (Y2) 

Human and physical geography: 
Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts 
 
 

Explain how human activity has caused an 
environment to change (Y6) 
Understand how human and physical 
processes interact to influence, and change 
landscapes, environments and the climate; 
and how human activity relies on effective 
functioning of natural systems (KS3) 

Notes Cross-curricular links Possible hooks/enrichment activities  
Great Kapok Tree 
Poem – Rainforest Grew All Around 

Maths – using data, tables and graphs to look at rainfall, climate and 
temperature. 
Science – animals including humans 

Visit to winter gardens 
Rainforest visitor  

Lesson Sequence 
Know what is meant by biomes and know what are 
the features of a specific biome 
Know how to use graphs to record features such as 
temperature, rainfall or climate across a locality 

Label layers of the rainforest and know what deforestation is 

Lesson 1: Understand 
the term biome. Find 
and locate different 
types of biomes across 
the world. 
 

Lesson 2: Choose a 
specific biome 
(rainforest) and identify 
the features including: 
climate, rainfall, wildlife, 
vegetation 

Lesson 3: Know what a 
rainforest is and name 
and locate some around 
the world. 

Lesson 4: Know and 
label the different layers 
of the rainforest. 
Understand why these 
layers are different. 

Lesson 5: Identify plants 
and animals that live 
within each layer and 
how they have different 
adaptations and needs 
for survival. 
 

Lesson 6: Understand 
the meaning of the term 
‘deforestation’. Know 
and explain why 
deforestation happens 
and its uses. 
 

Label layers of the 
rainforest and know 
what deforestation is 

Know the names of and 
locate some of the 
world’s deserts 

    

Lesson 7: Explain the 
impact deforestation has 
on an environment 
(including animals). 
Form a viewpoint that 

Lesson 8: Understand 
what a desert is. Identify 
features of a desert. 
Where are deserts 
located? 
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explores both sides to an 
argument. 
Key Vocabulary  
Biome  
Tundra 
Desert 
Rainforest 
Organisms 
Adaptations 
Environment 
Physical climate 
Savanna  
Grasslands 

Rainforest  
Vegetation 
Wildlife 
Rainfall 
Tropical 
Humid 
 

Locate 
Amazon 
Congo  
Sundaland 
Indo-Burma 
Australiasia  

Canopy 
Forest Floor 
Understory 
Emergent  
Undergrowth 
Rainfall 
Endangered 
Habitat 
Adaptation 
Sunlight 
Vines 

Amount 
Rainfall 
Sunlight 
Adaptations 
Habitat 
Needs 
Survival 
Prey 
Predator 

Deforestation 
Impact  
Logging 
Timber 
Farming 
Mining 
Road building 
Biodiversity 
Habitat 
Global warming 

Deforestation 
Impact  
Biodiversity 
Habitat 
Global warming 
Soil erosion 
Flooding 

Hot deserts 
Cold deserts 
Dust storm 
Equator 
Precipitation 
Rainfall 
Temperature 

    

Key skill throughout unit 
• Explain how a locality (rainforest) has changed over time with reference to human features 
• Explore different views about a environmental issue and form their own viewpoint 
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