
Page 1 of 1 
 

Year group: 3 Subject Area: Geography Unit: 1 - Counties and Cities in England Subject Leader: K Muldowney 
 

Prior linked knowledge National curriculum objectives Future linked knowledge 
To know what a map is and how and why they are 
used (Y1) 
To know and locate the four countries that make up 
the UK and their capital cities (Y1) 
To locate their own city in relation to England (Y1) 
Explain some of the advantages and disadvantages of 
living in a city or village (Y2) 
Describe some physical features of their own locality 
(Y2) 

Locational knowledge: 
Name and locate counties and cities of the United 
Kingdom 
 

Know at least five differences between living in the 
UK and a Mediterranean country (Y3) 
Know key differences between living in the UK and in 
a country in either North America (Y5) 
 
 

Notes Cross-curricular links Possible hooks/enrichment activities  
   

 
 

 

Lesson Sequence 
Know the names of an locate at least eight counties and at least six cities in England 
Lesson 1: Know and explain what 
a county is, why we have them 
and understand the relation of 
counties to countries, cities, and 
towns. 

Lesson 2: Name 
and locate the 
counties around 
your own local 
area. 

Lesson 3: Name and 
locate counties around 
England using maps, 
atlases, and globes. 
 

Lesson 4: Explain 
what a city is in 
comparison to a 
town and how city 
status is given.  

Lesson 5: Name and locate 
the cities around their local 
area, understanding which 
county they are a part of. 

Lesson 6: Name and 
locate the cities around 
England using maps, 
atlases, and globes. 

Key Vocabulary  
Education 
Government 
Public Safety 
Waste Management  
Towns 

Tyne and Wear 
County Durham 
Yorkshire 
Northumberland  
 

Range of England 
counties  

Status 
Legal 
National 
Government 
Historical  

Sunderland 
Newcastle 
Tyne and Wear 

Range of England cities 

Key skill throughout unit 
Explain differences between a town and city and give comparisons 
  

To be populated by teachers, as they begin to use the curriculum – subject leader to then update half-termly. 
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Year group: 3 Subject Area: Geography Unit: 2 - UK vs Mediterranean Country Subject Leader: K Muldowney 
 

Prior linked knowledge National curriculum objectives Future linked knowledge 
Know which is the hottest and coldest 
season in the UK (Y1) 
Know features of hot and cold places in 
the world (Y1) 
Know and name the seven continents of 
the world (Y2) 
Know and name the five oceans of the 
world (Y2) 

Place knowledge: 
Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study 
of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom 
and a region in a European country. 

Know what is meant by the term tropics (Y4) 
Know what is meant by biomes and know 
what a specific feature of a biome is (Y4) 
Know key differences between living in the 
UK and a country in North America (Y5) 
Know main human and physical differences 
between developed and developing 
countries (Y5) 

Notes Cross-curricular links Possible hooks/enrichment activities  
 French –  

 
 

 

Lesson Sequence 
Know at least five differences between living in the UK and a Mediterranean country 
Lesson 1: Know and understand 
where the Mediterranean region 
is, and which countries are in this 
area of the world. 

Lesson 2: Investigate what living in 
the Mediterranean would be like 
by researching about: 
climate/seasons, landscape, food, 
culture, languages. 

Lesson 3: Investigate what living 
in the UK is like by researching 
about: climate/seasons, 
landscape, food, culture, 
languages. 

Lesson 4:  Compare and contrast the UK to the 
Mediterranean facts focusing on where they live to a 
specific Mediterranean country. 

Key Vocabulary  
Mediterranean sea 
Italy 
Greece 
Egypt 
Cyprus 
France 
Spain 

Region 
Temperature 
Rainfall 
Mountains 
Desert  
Beaches 
Tourism 
Landmarks 

Similarities  
Differences 
Seasons 
Opinion 
Locality 

Key skill throughout unit 
Explain the key differences between living in the UK or a Mediterranean country and give their opinions. 
  

To be populated by teachers, as they begin to use the curriculum – subject leader to then update half-termly. 
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Year group: 3 Subject Area: Geography Unit: 3 - Direction and Maps Subject Leader: K Muldowney 
 

Prior linked knowledge National curriculum objectives Future linked knowledge 
Know the four main points on a 
compass (Y1) 
Know and use the terminology of 
left, right, below and next to (Y2) 

Skills and fieldwork: 
Use the eight points of a compass  
Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans 
and graphs, and digital technologies. 
 

Use Google Earth to locate a country and 
place of interest (Y5) 
Know what most ordnance survey symbols 
and stand for (Y6) 
Know how to use a six figure grid reference 
(Y6) 

Notes Cross-curricular links Possible hooks/enrichment activities  
   

 
 

 

Lesson Sequence 
Know and name the eight points of a 
compass 

Know how to plan a journey within the UK, using a road map 

Lesson 1: Recap and know what a compass 
is, and how and why they are used. 
Identify the eight compass points and use 
them during directions. 

Lesson 2:  Know and understand 
what a road map is and why they 
are used. Identify key features 
and symbols of a road map and 
explain why it is important to 
plan journeys. 

Lesson 3:  Read and 
understand a map of the 
local area around their 
school. Identify main roads, 
side streets and places they 
recognise (where they live) 

Lesson 4: Go on a walk 
around the local area to a 
specific point. Identify any 
places they pass and 
roads they walk along.  

Lesson 5: Children to plan 
own journey of walk 
taken previous lesson 
using a road map of the 
local area. 

Key Vocabulary  
Direction 
North, South 
East, West 

Journey 
Symbols 
 

Roads, streets 
Churches 
Beaches 
Schools 

Plan 
Road 
Symbols 
Signs 

Key skill throughout unit 
• Identify key features of a locality by using a map 
• Accurately plot NESW on a map 
• Use four figure grid references  
  

To be populated by teachers, as they begin to use the curriculum – subject leader to then update half-termly. 
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