
Year group: 2 Subject Area: Geography Unit: 1 - Continents and Oceans Subject Leader: K Muldowney 
 

Prior linked knowledge National curriculum objectives Future linked knowledge 
To know what a map is and how and why 
they are used (Y1) 
To know and locate the four countries that 
make up the UK and their capital cities (Y1) 
To know the seas that surround the UK (Y1) 
To locate their own city in relation to 
England (Y1) 
To know their own address and use Google 
Earth/Maps to locate (Y1) 

Locational knowledge: 
Know and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 
Geography skills and fieldwork: 
Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and 
its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at 
this key stage 
Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and 
locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and 
right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map 

Know the names of and locate a number of 
South American countries (Y4) 
Know the names of four counties from the 
southern and four countries from the 
northern hemisphere (Y4) 
Locate the USA and Canada on a map and 
in an atlas (Y5) 
Explain how the water cycle works (Y5) 
Know the names of and locate at least eight 
European countries (Y6) 

Notes Cross-curricular links Possible hooks/enrichment activities  
  Using Hopscotch songs to learn the 7 

continents and 5 oceans 
Use paper plates to create a map of the 
world labelled with the continents and 
oceans 

 
Know the names of and locate the seven continents of the world Know the names of and locate the five oceans of the 

world 
Lesson 1: Introduce what is an Atlas and 
how they are used. Look at the difference 
between using a map and an Atlas.   

Lesson 2: Understand what a continent is and how it includes 
a number of countries. Identify and locate the seven 
continents of the world using world maps, atlases and globes. 

Lesson 3: Know and understand the difference 
between a sea and an ocean. Know the names and 
locate the five oceans of the world. 

Know and use the terminologies: left and right; next to and below 

Running through all lessons: To know and use the terminologies: left and right; below, next to and use this language to compare the position of continents and 
oceans in relation to each other. 
Key Vocabulary  
Map 
Atlas 
Globe 

Country  
Continent  
Group 
Land 

Pacific 
Atlantic 
India 
Southern 



Sea 
Ocean 
 Asia 
Africa 
North America 
South America 
Antarctica 
Europe 
Australia 
Largest 
Smallest 

Arctic 
Ocean  
Sea 
Ocean 
Difference 
Smaller 
Body of water 
Deeper 

Key skill throughout unit: 
To use a world map, globe and atlas to identify the seven continents and five oceans 
To use positional language 
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Year group: 2 Subject Area: Geography Unit: 2 - England vs Non-European Country Subject Leader: K Muldowney 
 

Prior linked knowledge National curriculum objectives Future linked knowledge 
Know the name of and locate the 
four capital cities of England, Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland and 
their own city (Y1) 

Place knowledge: 
Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human 
and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in 
a contrasting non-European country 

Know at least five differences between 
UK and Mediterranean country (Y3) 
Know key differences between UK and 
North America (Y5) 

Notes Cross-curricular links Possible hooks/enrichment activities  
   

 
 

 

Lesson Sequence  
Know the main differences between a place in England and that of a small place in a non-European country Explain some of the advantages and disadvantages of 

living in a city or village 
Lesson 1: Know and understand 
what it means to be a non-
European country. Know and 
locate some countries on a map. 

Lesson 2: Know and understand 
some of the key facts, features or 
characteristics of Kenya e.g. 
famous for, weather, wildlife. 

Lesson 3: Compare and contrast 
the characteristics of Kenya with 
the characteristics of the UK. 

Lesson 4: Recap and identify what a city is and what the 
features are. Discuss and explain the advantages and 
disadvantages of living in a city. 

Key Vocabulary  
Europe 
Government 
Kenya 
Norway 
Germany 
Italy 
France 

Continent  
East Africa 
Borders 
Indian Ocean  
Seasons 
Tropical 
Terrain 
Mountains 

Mountains  
Education  
Monarchy  
Climate 
Wildlife (native UK breeds) 
Festivals 
Religious Celebrations 

Cathedral 
Shopping centres 
Cinemas 
Theatre 
Stadiums 
Tourism  
Entertainment 
Transport 

Key skill throughout unit 
• To use the correct vocabulary associated within a village or a city 
• To use a map to locate a non-European country 
• To explain the differences between the UK and a non-European country 
 

To be populated by teachers, as they begin to use the curriculum – subject leader to then update half-termly. 
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Year group: 2 Subject Area: Geography Unit: 2 - Physical Features Subject Leader: K Muldowney 
 

Prior linked knowledge National curriculum objectives Future linked knowledge 
Explore the natural world 
around them (EYFS) 
Know the main differences 
between a city, town, and 
village (Y1) 
 

Human and physical geography: 
Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features, 
including beach, cliff, forest, mountain, lake, island, valley, and river. 
Skills and Fieldwork: 
Use aerial photographs to recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features 
Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of 
their school and the key human and physical features of its surrounding 
environment.  

Know the names of and locate some of the world’s 
deserts (Y4) 
Label layers of a rainforest and understand 
deforestation (Y4) 
Know, name, and locate the main rivers in the UK (Y5) 
Know main human and physical differences between 
developed and developing countries (Y5) 
Know where the main mountain ranges are in the UK 
(Y6) 

Notes Cross-curricular links Possible hooks/enrichment activities  
   

 
 

 

Lesson Sequence 
Identify the following physical features: mountain, lake, island, valley, river, 
cliff, forest, and beach 

Describe some physical features of their own locality 

Lesson 1: Know and understand a 
physical feature is and identify 
examples of each. 

Lesson 2:  Know where physical 
features are within the UK and find 
them using maps or atlases. 

Lesson 3: Use images and aerial photographs of the local area to find key places and 
areas of the locality. Draw and label a map of the surrounding environment and 
identify the physical features. 

Key Vocabulary  
physical     
lake 
river     
forest 
mountain 
valley 
island 

Backhouse Park 
Hendon Beach 
Roker and Seaburn Beaches 
Tunstall Hill 

Key skill throughout unit 
• Construct a simple map of their locality using aerial photographs 
• Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the key human and physical features of the school’s surrounding environment 
  

To be populated by teachers, as they begin to use the curriculum – subject leader to then update half-termly. 
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