
Page 1 of 2 
 

A BIG WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL TO EVERYONE! 
 

 
 

Dear GPS Parents/carers  
 

An Update for GPS families in advance of the new school year 
We hope you're all well and that you have enjoyed the Summer holiday! We're looking forward to 
seeing everyone again next week. School re-opens on Tuesday 7th September (doors open 8.50am, 
please be on yard by 8.45am). We are writing to you to clarify the arrangements related to covid. Like 
all schools, we are basing our approach on the official Government guidelines. The Govt recently issued 
an updated version of its 'Covid-19 Operational Guidance for Schools': https://bit.ly/3BF4kuN  
 

Four Priorities 
The Operational Guidance indicates the importance of 4 key ‘Control Measures’ for all schools: 

1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone. 
2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes. 
3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated. 
4. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation & managing confirmed cases of Covid-19. 

You can rest assured that all of the above (points 1-4) are fully in place, at Grangetown. Hygiene, 
cleaning and ventilation systems are all first-class. 
 

Main Changes 
The Government makes it clear that there are some key changes for all schools: 

 “Bubbles” (i.e. consistent groupings that are kept separated all of the time) are not now operating 
in schools. 

 The automatic '10 day isolation' rule, for children who come into ‘close contact’ with someone who 
is positive, is no longer in place. Children (under 18s) are not required to self-isolate if they live in 
the same household as someone with covid-19, or are a close contact of someone with covid-19. 
Children should continue to attend school as normal 

 

Symptoms / Testing / tracking & tracing    (See the Govt advice here: https://bit.ly/3DIS3aw ) 
 

 If your child has symptoms of covid, please keep them at home. The Government advice is that you 
organise a PCR test for your child – this can be booked online or by phone.  A positive test will then 
result in 10 days of self-isolation. NHS will provide further information on procedures regarding 
close contacts, etc. 

 Schools are no longer expected to undertake contact tracing (identifying ‘close contacts’). 
 

Covid-19 Symptoms 
This is from the Government Guidance: “Children can get coronavirus (covid-19), but they seem to get it 
less often than adults and it's usually less serious. The main symptoms of covid-19 are: 
 

 a high temperature 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 
episodes in 24 hours 

 a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or taste anything, or 
things smell or taste different to normal.” 

https://bit.ly/3BF4kuN
https://bit.ly/3DIS3aw
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So, from the start of term: 

 Normal entry and exit times & arrangements will resume. 

 The children can play with their friends from other classes, on the yard, as normal! 

 Assemblies will re-start. 

 The Tuesday & Thursday After School Clubs can resume (start dates to be confirmed) 

 The organisation of break-times and lunchtimes will be back to normal (i.e. pre-March 2020). 

 School visits and trips out can take place as normal. 

 Breakfast Club and After School Club can operate as normal (please book in advance). 

 Parent Workshops, Family Learning and Open Days (Consultations) can resume in Autumn Term. 

 Shows and concerts can resume, as normal, with a full audience! Roll on the Nativity. 
 

Please note that these changes are fully in-line with the Government's recommendations and 
guidance. They are not arbitrary, school by school decisions. We would encourage you to read the 
official Government document if you wish to clarify this: https://bit.ly/3BF4kuN   Also, please note that 
our school will be taking a thorough approach to the 4 Control Measures listed on the previous page 
(cleaning, hygiene, ventilation, etc). GPS will be safe and secure, at all times! 
 

The Govt has also made it clear that, if the C-19 situation worsens across the country, they could        
re-introduce restrictions and various other measures into schools. Let's hope that doesn't happen. 
 

Uniform & PE kit, plus a note on jewellery and ear-rings 

 Please ensure your child wears uniform for school. Our Uniform Policy is here: https://bit.ly/2WSTiTK 
Please ensure ALL items of clothing are labelled with your child’s name 

 We’re continuing our policy of allowing the children to wear PE kit to school on PE days. However, as 
the chilly weather will be here soon, the children can wear plain jogging bottoms and a school 
sweatshirt over the PE kit, if you wish. Please note that PE kit is a plain top & plain shorts, not 
football tops/shorts or other overly branded items. We will look at the possibility of offering good-
value school jogging bottoms (maybe PE sweatshirts too), just as an option to consider, and we’ll let 
you know as soon as we have further information on this (& we’ll consult fully with parents/carers). 

 For health and safety reasons, jewellery must not be worn for school. This includes bracelets, 
necklaces & fancy earrings. If a parent wants their child to have pierced ears, a small, plain stud may 
be worn for school. Sparkly, gemstone type ear-rings are not permitted. Hooped and drop earrings 
are not allowed as these are a potential safety hazard. Studs must be removed for PE, or simply not 
worn on a PE day. If your child is unable to remove the stud, please ensure that it is not worn on a PE 
day. Watches are allowed, but these must be removed for PE. Please be aware that we cannot be 
held responsible for watches or any other items of jewellery brought into school. 

 

See you on Tuesday! If you have any queries, the Office is open on Monday for telephone calls. 
 

Mr McAnaney, Mrs Russell and the GPS staff team. 
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